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JANUARY 19 LEAGUE MEETING

RECENT LWV SPEECHES.

The January 19 League meeting will be at the Ponderosa
Restaurant, Rte 60-East, at 12 noon. We have reserved a
meeting room so that we can eat together and then
discuss the national League’s proposed concurrence on
the Nationwide Popular Vote. Elinore Taylor and Helen
Gibbins will present the information and lead the procon discussion.

David Woodward was part of a panel presentation for a
Political Science capstone class for MU seniors and the^
public. The topie was voter turnout in the 2008 election. ''
David explained the League's position on voter turnout.
He talked about the League's efforts to encourage people
to vote and its attempt to remove barriers to voting. He
also emphasized that the League focused on an
"informed" voter and the League's efforts to educate
potential voters about the issues and the positions taken
by eandidates.

The Nationwide Popular Vote Compact offers a method
of achieving the results of election of the US President
by popular vote without amending the Constitution to
eliminate the Electoral College. Instead the NPV uses
the mechanism of the Electoral College to ensure that the
candidate who receives the most popular votes is elected
President.
Invite your friends and join us to learn about the NPV
and enjoy lunch together. Since January 19 is also the
celebration of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday, some
of us will go to these special celebrations.
CABELL COUNTY’S NEW CIRCUIT JUDGE
A standing-room-only crowd came out on a cold, rainy
December day to celebrate Janey Hustead’s. swearing-in
ceremony. Janey is Cabell County’s first female elected
Circuit Judge. (Patricia Keller is a long time Family
Court Judge.) Various judges gave tribute to Janey’s
competence and attributes; and good humor prevailed.
The League had not scheduled a December meeting, but
many members did join in the celebration of Janey’s
new role as Circuit Court Judge.
BULLETIN EDITOR
Patricia Keller is the Huntington League’s new bulletin
editor. We thank her for taking on this job.
Communication is an important aspect of keeping an
organization up-to-date on its issues and activities.
Again we thank Janey Hustead for her many years of
editing the bulletin.

Helen Gibbins talked to a garden club about how to
recycle in the Huntington area.
REGULATIONS AND PRESIDENTIAL ORDERS
In addition to signing new laws and interpretation and
implementation of all laws Presidents may leave their
marks on the country through their regulatory changes
and presidential orders. If they are not challenged
through the courts or overriddened by Congress, these
orders and regulations have the ability to make important
changes in how we live and how well the environment is
protected.
An incoming president may wish to overturn these
regulations and orders. The new president may reverse
executive orders or regulations that have not gone fully
through the process; but reversing a final regulation is
more complicated. The president could start the slow
regulatory process again or Congress can take a role in
reversing the rule. The Congressional Review Act of
1996 allows Congress, to repeal regulations. “The law
grants Congress 60 working days to review any new
rules promulgated by a federal agency. There are
complexities about timing, but the way it operates would
allow the 111th Congress that convenes in January the
ability to reach back to about May to set aside the
President Bush administration’s regulations. All rule
repeals would have to pass majorities of botii chambers
and be signed by the president. Democratic
congressional leaders are already preparing the ground to

utilize the process.” (Information from the St. Petersburg
Times, Dec. 30,2008 Editorial)

Sealing air leaks—a major source of heat loss in older
homes—is another veiy important energy-saver.

CALENDAR

Scheduling a home energy audit - You can spot many of
these problem areas on your own with a do-it-yourself
hom e^nei^ audit. Or you can arrange for a professional
auditor to carry out a more thorough assessment of your
home. Some utility companies conduct audits or can
recommend an energy auditor.

Jan.l9, noon. Ponderosa, E Rte. 60. Nationwide Popular
Vote consensus meeting.
Jan. 26. 11:30 am. Beverly Hills Presbyterian Church.
LWV board meeting.
Feb. 21. 10 am. West Huntington Libraiy. Supt. Bill
Smith. Meeting with AAUW and Nat. Assoc, of Negro
Business and Professional Women.
CLIMATE CHANGE - HOME HEATING
The League of Women Voters of the US established a
task force to work on policies and actions to limit the
production of gases that are warming our climate. Here
are the task force’s tips on how individuals and families
can reduce their contribution to climate change as well
as saving their heating costs:

Dialing down the thermostat is the most direct step you
can take. In colder climates like the upper Midwest,
every degree that you lower the setting on your
thermostat will result in roughly a three percent
reduction in the amount of energy used.
sl^ificant energy savings. By automatically adjusting
the temperature setting for your home, this simple device
makes it easy to lower the setting when less heat is
needed—for example, when you’re asleep or away for
the day.

Taking steps to minimize heat loss from your home is
next on the list. Adding insulation is one of the most
cost-effective improvements you can make, and the attic
is the best and easiest place to start. Proper insulation
levels in the walls, foundation, and basement or crawl
space will also help make your house tighter—and more
comfortable.
The LWV is a nonpartisan organization that encourages
the informed and active participation of citizens in
government and influences public policy through
education and advocacy. Membership in the League is
open to women and men of voting age. Annual dues,
not tax deductible, are $40 individual, $55 for two in one
household and $24 for students. To join, send your
check to: Ann Spear, Treasure, 706 Ridgewood Road,
Huntington, WV 25701. Check is to be made out to the
League of Women Voters of tiie Huntington Area.
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Improving the efficiency of your home’s heating system.
You can improve its efficiency by insulating ducts (if
you have a furnace) and hot water/steam pipes (for a
boiler) that pass through unheated spaces, changing the
air filter regularly (fimiace), and arranging for regular
professional maintenance. Your heating’ service
company can also advise you as to whether replacing
your existing furnace or boiler with a new, high-'
efficiency unit would make sense.
Eveiy small step that each of us takes to improve our
homes' energy efficiency will achieve savings and help
reduce global warming.
Resources for Home E n ei^ Audits
The U.S. Department o f Energy's Consumer's Guide to
Energy
Efficiency
and
Renewable
Energy
fwww.oere.eneFgv;govfeensumer/voor-homeA “ includes
a helpful tutorial on home energy audits as well as
detailed information about insulation, sealing air leaks,
and heating systems.
Home Energy Saver fhttp://hes.lbl.govA is a web-based
do-it-yourself energy audit tool designed to help
consumers identify the best ways to save energy in their
homes and find thejnfonnation and resources to make
those savings happen.
Consumers can find a certified energy rater in their state
through the Residential Energy Services Network
(RESNET)
Certified
Rater
Directory
(Avww.resnet.us/directorv/raters.a.spxY
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